PROBLEMS OF THE FUTURE
lished at the expense of that which had tempo-
rarily overshadowed it. Unfortunately, British
prestige has waned again, while Germany is now
acclaimed, in Turkey as in Persia, the "Pro-
tector of Islam." It is a curious irony of cir-
cumstances which has made Great Britain, long
the acknowledged friend of autonomous Moham-
medan States and the just and upright ruler of
others, appear as the perfidious enemy of the
Crescent, but for this result our weak and vacil-
lating diplomacy is unquestionably to blame.
The Turk loves, above everything, the strong
hand and the mailed fist, and for this reason, if
for this reason only, the appointment of a dis-
tinguished soldier to the Embassy at Pera would
in all probability have been attended with the
happiest results. Unfortunately, too much was
made of his lack of diplomatic experience, and a
golden opportunity was lost. The purchase of
obsolete German warships, in preference to
English, was another indication of national
sympathies, though a subsequent order was
placed for two battleships and twenty merchant
steamers. The contract for building over five
thousand miles of roads was to have gone to a
French syndicate as a sop for the contemplated
loan, but failed of its purpose. To Englishmen
was left the homely task of planning the Inter-
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